J0CCUPANT

/ PRU TECTION LORIDA’S UNRESTRAINED
GOALITION # Occupant ProBLEM
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The Florida Occupant Protection Coalition (FOPC) was established in March

2017 to address key recommendations made based on the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) Uniform Guidelines. The coalition is
comprised of individuals who have expertise and familiarity with Florida-specific Seminole Police Department
occupant protection needs. This includes members of agencies and Sl Sest Ainistiizen [naller Gond
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The Florida Occupant Protection Strategic Plan calls out four areas that the Tampa Police Department
Coalition will focus on over three years to reduce unrestrained or improperly The Children’s Hospital of South Florida, Child

restrained fatalities and serious injuries. These areas include: Advocacy Program
Trauma Agency, Health Care District Palm

Beach Count
e Program Management; Y

University of Florida
e Law Enforcement;

University of North Florida

e Child Passenger Safety (CPS); and Wolfson Children’s Hospital

e Occupant Protection for Low-Use Groups.

Note: All data presented in this fact sheet was provided by the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, unless otherwise noted.
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Florida conducts an annual survey! of safety belt usage and has done so since 1999. Since survey efforts began,
Florida has seen an increase of more than 30 percentage points and reached more than 90 percent of occupants
observed wearing their safety belt for the first time in 2017. In 2021, Florida’s observed safety belt usage rate was
90.1 percent, just 0.5 percentage points short of the state’s all-time high observed safety belt usage rate. More
information about Florida’s annual observational safety belt survey can be found in the Safety Belt Use In Florida
2021 Final Report.
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L Florida did not conduct an observational survey in 2020 due to COVID-19 challenges.
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https://www.clickitfla.com/docs/2021%20Florida%20Statewide%20Final%20Report%20-%209-14-21.pdf
https://www.clickitfla.com/docs/2021%20Florida%20Statewide%20Final%20Report%20-%209-14-21.pdf
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Observed Child Restraint Usage by Age Category
(2017-2020)
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Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities and Serious Injuries
by Month of Year (2016-2020)
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Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities and Serious Injuries
by Day of Week (2016-2020)
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Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities and Serious Injuries
by Time of Day (2016-2020)
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Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities and Serious Injuries
by Age (2016-2020)
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Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities Unrestrained Occupant
(2016-2020) Serious Injuries
(2016-2020)
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Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities and Serious Injuries

by Seating Position (2016-2020)
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Addressing Occupant Protection

The FOPC and their organizations are working to implement the following strategies to reduce fatalities and serious
injuries related to a lack of proper seat belt use.

Program Management

Conduct FOPC meetings and track action plan progress.

Analyze, track, and report occupant protection data and related trends.
Identify and prioritize occupant protection policies and best practices.
Maintain a robust and active FOPC membership.

Research and track best practices related to emerging technologies impacting occupant protection strategies.

Law Enforcement

Improve law enforcement awareness of important occupant protection challenges.

Expand law enforcement tools and resources.

Child Passenger Safety (CPS)

Expand, improve, and retain CPS technicians and instructors.
Expand CPS digital and print resources and materials.
Support mandatory diversion programs for first-time child restraint offenders.

Support enhancement of Florida’s CPS laws and policies.

Low-Use Groups

Focus paid media activities on low-use groups.
Expand digital and print resources and materials for low-use groups.
Support the expansion of programs that encourage and support occupant protection for low-use groups.

Support enhancement of Florida’s safety belt laws and policies.
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